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Thank you Mr. Chairman. 
Honorable Ministers of Foreign Affairs, Distinguished National Coordinators, Ambassadors, Ladies and Gentlemen, 
The theme of the forty-ninth regular session of the General Assembly, “Innovating to Strengthen Hemispheric Multilateralism,” stirs us to look for ways not only to improve institutional performance in the area of multilateralism, but also to achieve tangible results through transparent and inclusive processes, a path upon which the countries have embarked through the Summits of the Americas process and which has become immensely important as a mechanism for integration and hemispheric coherence.
The leadership shown by the Government of Peru during the Eighth Summit process, including the current phase of follow-up and implementation of the Lima Commitment adopted in April 2018, has been pivotal. The quality of the negotiations during the preparations for the Eighth Summit produced an open and inclusive dialogue nourished by the views of experts from inter-American institutions, academia, and civil society. 
The Lima Commitment represents a shared plan of the Hemisphere’s countries and multilateral institutions built on 57 areas of action. What sets the Eighth Summit apart from previous summits is that it also includes a plan that offers the assurance of a palpable improvement in the quality of democratic governance in the Hemisphere going into the next Summit of the Americas.
The primary purpose of the Mechanism is to allow the countries and inter-American and multilateral to map their progress and needs in each of those 57 areas. That is progress in itself, as it enables practical improvements to be identified and a roadmap to be devised at the national level for advancing commitments. 
Over and above that, however, the Mechanism has the potential to serve as a clearinghouse for linking identified domestic needs with potential sources of assistance, whether technical or financial, at the multilateral level.
For that to succeed will require countries to make the effort to provide up-to-date information and input on ongoing policies.  We commend the country’s for recording information in the Mechanism and look forward with great interest to hearing about their progress.  
For our part, the OAS is committed to working to support those efforts in four important ways. First, as Technical Secretariat of the Summits process, we will continue to do our utmost to support the efforts of the Chair, now and in the future, as the process’s institutional memory and integration platform.
Second, as Chair of the Joint Summit Working Group (JSWG), I offer you the full cooperation of its 12 member multilateral institutions to assist you in your efforts. 
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To facilitate that objective, last September the Secretary General invited the CEOs of the 12 institutions to a meeting to sign the first agreement among all the JSWG entities aimed at strengthening coordination of support for national efforts to implement Summits mandates.
The third element is the invitation by the OAS of views from civil society and social actors in relation to the Summits process, which has led to the establishment of a network and thematic coalitions on the inter-American agenda.  
Finally, I would like to reiterate the commitment of the OAS to the fight against corruption and defense of democracy in the region.  In that connection, I should mention that the General Secretariat recently launched an integrated program that will enhance coordination among OAS programs for addressing corruption in the region in its various forms.  
It is a collaborative, intersectoral efforts that harnesses all the instruments designed to prevent and combat corruption that are available in our Organization. That includes accelerating the plan of action of the implementation mechanisms of the Inter-American Convention against Corruption, the broad range of programs dealing with Open Governance, and the continual improvement of initiatives such as the Mission to Support the Fight against Corruption and Impunity in Honduras (MACCIH/OAS), all with a crosscutting focus on the impact in terms of gender and how to benefit marginalized groups. 
I would like to conclude by stressing, once again, the commitment of our Summits Secretariat to continuing to support the Summit Chair and the States in this process and continuing to strengthen the participation in it of the institutions making up the Joint Summit Working Group and social actors, who are an integral part of this process.
I wish Peru every success as chair in the Eight Summit follow-up and implementation process, for which it can count on the resolute support of the OAS General Secretariat.
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